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Olympia 66
The dancing carp in Dalian

The design of Olympia 66 in Dalian, China, deeply respects the
Chinese culture and ifs urban context. This seven-storey shopping mall,
designed by Aedas, grasps a fine balance between an innovative form
and multiple functions while providing the largest shopping, lifestyle and
leisure complex for the city.

The twin carp traditionally symbolise
weadlth and abundance in China. Aedas’
Global Board Directors Christine Lam and
David Clayton drew inspiration from a pair
of swimming carp to design Olympia 66,
which creates a contemporary statement
with an oriental overtone. The entwining carp
are translated into a dynamic building form
which is visualised from the roof - the curving
arcs resemble the dancing carp, with a
series of shells curving their ends tfowards the
central spine. The main facade is composed
of hexagonal modules with various lighting
effects that mimic the reflective scales of the
carp.

The central spine links the two large
atria and the corner enfrances. Leisure spofts
and public spaces are sequenced along
the retail route to provide opportunities
for social activities - a coffee gathering,
a festive celebration performance, an
art exhibition...this is a mall that brings life,
culture, fradition and society of a fraditional
market place back to the heart of the Dalian.

This is Olympia 66.




